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which are raised in the inner sanctum of Judaism. They are in the holy
of holies. They must be given love, compassion. They must be given
not only physical things but the Menorah was also in the holy part of the

Temple, the spiritual things.

a prayer for you, Arlene, as you grow up you will always in

your heart the idea that the home . You will always realize
that you need G-d's help, just as the farmer who plows and plants and

sows and does everything right but if the rain does not come, or if too
much rain comes or if the locusts come or if there is a flood you will
lose everything. He needs G-d's help. He has to work hard but he also
needs G-d's help. He, with G-d's help, will be able to succeed. I hope
and pray that when you grow up you will always realize that you need G-d's
help and that you need yourself to fashion a Jewish home, and that by

so doing you will grow up to give us all naches, joy, happiness, and

reflect credit not only upon youself but also on your family and friends.




image1.png
ARLENE WALDMAN BAS MITZVAH 1981 - FEBRUARY

Unfortunately today families have broken down. People do not want to
cross the streee to say hello to each other, much less come great distances.
People do not want to be put out anymore. They feel that it's their 1life,
it's my life, and besides I'm not getting married. ~They don't need me
at the wedding anyway. Or they don't need me at the Bar Mitzvah. Or they
don't need me at the Bas Mitzvah. The truth of the matter is we need
everyone, A simcha is not a simchas unless there are people. In fact
there was a very famous sociological study done of the Jewish people. It
was edited by Barbara Eaton and by Herzog Kowalsky and it
was entitled that book is "Life of the People". The genius of the Jewish
people has been to realize that we are not alone. In England,in fact,
in many parts of the United States, they say that high fences make good
neighbors. That's not a Jewish conception. High fences may make good
neighbors but they make terrible ones. They make isolated, lonely, alienated
people. People who many times become very eccentric and people when they
are alienated do very crazy things. We have seen the rise of violence, of
crime in the last few years. And many people have attributed this fact,
sociologist, criminologists, have attributed this fact to the reason that
people no longer have families. In the o0ld days they would not dare do
this. What would the family think? It would be a shame on your father
and mother. To do such a thing. How could you do that? A mentsch

. Somehow they don't care. Poo on their families, poo on law,
poo on everything. They do exactly what they want. This, of course, is
a symptom of our time. And it is the symptom which is causing great grief.
Because in our great anxiety and our great desire to rid ourselves of all
responsibility, that includes also the responsibility of friends and
relatives, and parents and children and grandchildren and cousins and
uncles and aunts, and in our great desire to relieve ourselves of our
responsibility we are also relieving ourselves of humanity. That's why

as Arlene so correctly stated in her speech, oy s @ house is a
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greater institution and a greater creation to Judaism than the

Kennesset. . Bayit is the first word of
Kennesset. A house comes first and then comes the Shul. In

fact, when Jews came to this country the first thing they did was not to

build a Shul. The first thing they did to make sure their families could

be together even after life was build a cemetery. It was so important

that families be together even after this life that that's the first thing

they did.

A Synagogue and Judaism can exist without a Synagogue but it can't exist
without and in our country we have the exact opposite. We
have beautiful Synagogues but .
But I dare say, knowing many of the statistics that I do know, that are
put out by reputable Jewish organizations that I would rather that we would
have the hovels of Shuls that we had maybe 50, 60, 70 years ago when the
immigrants first came than we had the beautiful Jewish home, because the
Jewish homes are suffering. They are suffering terribly as

. The structure of the Synagogue are beautiful but if you
look deeper in the Symagogue you will find problems in the Synagogue. The
reason is because that we really don't need Synagogues anymore. It's
terrible for a Rabbi to say that. But we don't really need Synagogues
anymore according to our higher conception of things or at least we haven't
until we have taken into recognition the advances of modern culture.
There is always a culture lag. We are fifty years behind the times.

But according to modern culture, modern
pop culture, there really isn't any sense in praying. So if there is no
sense in praying, what do you need a Synagogue for? What do you turn to
the Synagogue for, to pray for yourself? So people only come to Synagogue
for turn-of-life events, marriages, Bar Mitzvahs, deaths. They'll come

once in a while maybe because of sickness and after all, it can't hurt.
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They've tried everything else. They might as well try prayer, too. But
people don't come to the Synagogue anymore because they have a need to
pray or very few come to the Synagogue for a need to pray. Sometimes they
have a need to impress their friends and their relatives and their gentile
neighbors and sometimes they have a need to impress themselves with how
important they are and how if that person should do it, I should do it, too,
but they don't really need a Synagogue. Although a lot of them like to
see their names on it. They like to see their names on the stationery.
They like to be big shots and all this and all that. Or stop other people
from running things because they want to work but they really don't need
a Synagogue because the essence of a Synagogue can be stated in one word,
and that is . The same reason that our Synagogues are falling
apart is the same reason that our families are falling apart. Modern man
refuses to realize that he has any limits. We can do anything we want,
how we want it. We can know everything and do everything. But we can't
my friend, we can't. It used to be thought that the way we can achieve
happiness in life is to get into harmony with the natural laws of this world.
In other words, it doesn't do any good if you are going to throw a ball
into the air to go to Shul and pray it doesn't come down. It is going to
come down. It's the same thing with all other sorts of interpersonal
relationships. It doesn't do any good to pray when you are sick. Go to a
doctor. Go to the best doctor. It doesn't do any good to come to Shul
and pray if you have financial difficulties. Find a good banker. Find a
good economist. That was the idea and has been the idea. In this week's
Torah portion we learned about the Tabernacle. :The. Tabernacle was a very
peculiar temple. 1It's a very peculiar house of worship especially

. The Jewish idea of a Synagogue has always been a democratic
institution. It's always been a democratic institution with a President
and a Board of Directors. 1In fact, some historians claim that where did

the Western world get the idea of democracy from, I mean the practice. They
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got it from the Synagogue. It was the only democratic institution in the
Western world . The leaders were elected. So were the
Board of Directors. Even the Rabbis had to be elected. There was nothing
like it . But the Temple was a peculiar institution, because it was
constructed in such a peculiar way. It had a courtyard so people could
come. But that's about all. Into the courtyard up to the altar they

could come. Past the altar only the priests could go and then the priests
could go into the Holy part of the Tabernacle itself, a little building.

And then the Tabernacle was divided into two parts, a holy and a holy of
holies. And into the Holy of Holies no one could go, only the High Priest
once a year. Is that a house of worship? Where you can go to be inspired?
Where you can go to see G-d's handiwork? And feel His awe and His presence.
It's a place you were excluded from mostly, that's what it was. You
couldn't see hardly anything there. But the Temple was meant to teach

us something very important. And that is that we have limits. That we

as human beings cannot know everything. We cannot be sure of anything
really. And that we need G-d's help constantly. And unlesss a person

feels he needs G-d's help we're in trouble. And as I have mentioned earlier
up to now we have had a sort of a mechanistic idea of the universe. Marxism
is really a product of the scientific revolution which said that everything
is cause and effect. It doesn't make any difference what you do. As long
as you give to the different laws of history, the laws of
psychology, the laws of sociology G-d can't interfere. There is no place
to interfere. At the best G-d was a watchmaker. He made the world and

then went to Miami. He was having a good time swimming.

. When you pray to G-d you are praying only to
yourself. To put yourself into harmony with the laws of the world. So
what good does it do io come to Synagogue? What good does it do to put
on tefillin? Well, now modern science has taught us something. Modern

science has taught us something from the very beginnings of the 30s. It
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hasn't caught on to modern culture but it is a very interesting thing
that the newly educated generation is much more religious than the previous
generation. And scientists are, by and large, much more religious than
people in liberal arts. It's because principle which said
that when you look at something the very fact that you are observing changes
it means that you really cannot know anything. When they start talking
about black holes, that:means by definition you cannot know what's there.
That's the limit of your knowledge. When they start talking about lightning,
particles and waves, when they start spouting all sorts of scientific
theories, which are now only considered and constructs and no
longer law, when they start talking about all these things, when they start
talking about probabilities and almost all natural laws are probabilities
they're not the way we used to think. 1It's only a possibility
that G-4 . It's only intellectually
that you can be religious. Intellectually you can pray. Perhaps the
Synagogues will once again come back to what they were before.

celebrate turn-of-life events. But unfortunately
the same malady has affected the home. In the home, too, there is no
feeling anymore of limits, that man is limited and he needs a home. 1In
fact, I just read recently in some magazine about incest; the last great
taboo, .
In a Jewish family there are limits. There have always been limits.
A husband and a wife can't do certain things. Children have responsibilities,
too, and children have responsibilities to them. There are limits to a
person. And because of these limits you grow, and you are strong, and
you are able to overcome life's problems, and have a union which is
beautiful. Why is it that the Jewish people have been able to accomplish
what they have been able to accomplish when they came to this country
wretchedly poor? It has risen within one generation to the top of .

It is only because they had . It was because every Jewish boy
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and girl knew that he had a family who loved him and was concerned about
him and who would back him, He had internal emotional security, and you
know how many people don't have that today? Do you know how many young
people I talk to today who don't have this internal emotional security?
They have everything else but they don't have that. And it drives them
crazy and it drives them to drugs and to alcochol and it drives them to all
sorts of perversions and to cults. We didn't realize what a wonderful

secret weapon we had in the home. - The home was our weapon. The home

was the Jewish . I am very happy that today Arlene
I think it has been overlooked in . We talk about
the Jewish mother. Jewish mother there would be no Jewish

doctors, Jewish lawyers, Jewish scientists. It it wouldn't be for the
Jewish mother there would not have been a generation raised, a generation
of Jews raised, almost free from crime, and free from perversion, and
interested in forming themselves.families. Family is the Jewish secret
weapon. The family was always based on this concept of limits. Even in
the Holy of Holies to be the way everybody
wanted. In: the:Holy of:Holies there was the Ten Commandments, and above
the Ten Commandments there was an artwork composed of two children in
embrace. Two little cherubim embracing one another. The Rabbis said
that when they looked to each other you knew they were serving G-d and
about ready to forge happy and productive lives. For they were looking
away from each other at their own ambition, at their own individual
activity, that they were going to destroy themselves and Jewish house as
well. The Ark cover had to be of one piece. It had to be hewn out of
one piece, because many times, my friends, the Jewish home has failed in
the past because what they have put on top of the Ten Commandments are
ideals and aspirations where there is a complete variance with the Ten
Commandments. And then they wonder why the children are .

The Ten Commandments and the Ark cover must form one piece and the children




